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Welcome 
 

Since the 4th century, Christians have been 
taking the four weeks leading to Christmas to 
remember the long waiting for a Messiah many 
years and generations ago. As we remember that 
long waiting, we also enter into it as our own. 
Because we, also, are waiting on God to come—to 
come into our families, into our failures, into our 
broken world. Indeed, we are waiting for him to 
come again.  

Waiting in the biblical sense is not a 
passive endeavor, but an active one, which we 
engage with our hearts, our minds, and our 
bodies. These daily readings, reflections, and 
prayers drawn from the Common Lectionary 
offer one way to wait actively during this season. 
On this journey, you may wish to take time to 
ponder, because waiting and pondering go hand in 
hand. You may also wish to roll up your sleeves 
and wait by serving, giving, loving. 

This Advent, may our waiting make our 
hearts tender toward the One for whom we wait, 
and may it ready us for his appearance in our 
world wherever, whenever, and however he 
chooses to come. 
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Sunday (11 ∙ 27) 
Read: Isaiah 2:1–3 
Reflect: God invites us near. In responding, 
sometimes it helps to go to a physical place—
whether a sanctuary, an outdoor place, or even a 
certain room or chair—as a way to come to him. 
How will you come “to the mountain of the 
Lord” today? 
Pray: Just as I am without one plea  

But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
Just as I am I come, I come. (Classic hymn) 

 
 

Monday (11 ∙ 28) 
Read: Isaiah 2:4–5 
Reflect: As war rages in parts of the globe, we 
remember that this is a temporary condition. 
Would you take time to pray for all factions of 
whatever conflict weighs on your heart, asking 
God for the weapons of war to be repurposed 
toward peace, and the efforts of war to be 
redirected toward good? Trust that God hears and 
is using your prayer. 
Pray: Heavenly Father, Protect and comfort those 
enduring the violence of war, especially those in [place] 
who are in pain, in fear, in hiding, in mourning. God of 
justice, save your world. 
 
 

Tuesday (11 ∙ 29) 
Read: Psalm 122 



Reflect: What city or town might God be inviting 
you to pray for?—perhaps the city or town you 
live in or grew up in, or another that’s close to 
your heart. Take a moment to pray for its 
flourishing. In addition to prayer, is there any 
way, little or large, that God is inviting you to 
seek its good?  
Pray: Today, Lord, help us to make our lives an 
offering of quiet commitment to thread love through the 
torn garments of our society. Amen. 

 
 

Wednesday (11 ∙ 30) 
Read: Romans 13:8–10  
Reflect: Who do you have the opportunity to love 
today? Is there someone God would invite you to 
be intentional about serving or blessing today? 
What kindness might you extend to them in 
word or deed? 
Pray: Lord, we want to serve you in the love we show 
our neighbors. Teach us to embrace each person made 
in your image as if we were greeting you. Amen.  
 
 

Thursday (12 ∙ 1) 
Read: Romans 13:11–14 
Reflect: If you were fully awake to God’s love for 
you, his presence with you, his invitation to you 
to walk in fellowship with him—how might your 
life look different? Is there one way you think, 
act, or live that needs to be wakened from sleep 
and brought out of darkness into the light of his 
love? Take time to bring this before the Lord. 



Pray: Open our hearts anew to you, O Lord, that the 
love of the Father and the life of Christ and the breath 
of the Spirit would quicken within us a greater 
affection for your ways. Amen. 
 
 

Friday (12 ∙ 2) 
Read: Matthew 24:32–35 
Reflect: These verses remind us not to become so 
occupied with time that we forget eternity, or so 
invested in the words of people and the narratives 
of our society that we fail to hear and be changed 
by God’s word. Create space—maybe just 5 extra 
minutes—for God’s word to flourish in you today. 
Pray: Seed of Wisdom, You have given me the means 
by which to hear your voice. May the Scriptures I read 
during this Advent season shape me as you desire. 
Amen.  
 
 

Saturday (12 ∙ 3) 
Read: Matthew 24:36–44 
Reflect: Like the angels, we cannot know the day 
of Christ’s return. In fact, there are many things 
we cannot know. What do you spend time trying 
to figure out even though it is impossible to 
know? Offer this to God and entrust it to him, 
taking comfort that His knowing is enough. 
Pray: Father, I worship you as the one who knows all 
things. Give me the courage to let go of the tree of 
knowing and rest in unknowing. I desire to trust you. 
Amen.  
 



Sunday (12 ∙ 4) 
Read: Isaiah 11:1–5 
Reflect: Jesus, the Messiah, is not only powerful, 
but filled with wisdom, understanding, and 
counsel. What would you like to go to him for 
counsel about today?  
Pray: Give your servant therefore an understanding 
mind. (1 Kings 3:9) 
 
 

Monday (12 ∙ 5) 
Read: Isaiah 11:6–9 
Reflect: Christ’s redemption will one day be fully 
realized not only in people, but in all of creation. 
How is God inviting you to live, pray, or serve in 
light of the future restoration of all of creation? 
Pray: In the strong name of Jesus, we bless all that is 
living and recognize in all that lives the reflection of the 
Word, who said, Let there be life.  
 
 

Tuesday (12 ∙ 6) 
Read: Psalm 72 
Reflect: God cares deeply about the vulnerable, 
the poor, and the overlooked. Take a moment to 
ask God for the help you need today, then ask 
him to help someone in your life who is in need. 
Be open to any way God may invite you to 
encourage or bless that person. 
Pray: Exalted Son of God, I’m thinking of [name]. Go 
before them to lead them. Go behind them to guard 
them. Go beneath them to support them. Go beside 
them to befriend them. Amen. 



Wednesday (12 ∙ 7) 
Read: Romans 15:1–7 
Reflect: Who has welcomed you well? What 
about their welcome made you feel comfortable 
and cared for? How did their welcome help you 
experience Christ’s welcome? In what ways can 
you imitate their example in welcoming someone 
today or this week?  
Pray: Generous God, Thank you for the heroes of 
hospitality who have left an inspiring mark on my life. 
You make room for sinners. Let me make room for 
others in my life and help them thrive in the room I’ve 
made. Amen. 

 
Thursday (12 ∙ 8) 

Read: Matthew 3:1–4 
Reflect: John the Baptist was a prophet, and he 
stood out as different. People noticed. What 
would people say is different about you? Is there a 
way God is calling you to be different today, this 
week, or this season—not to draw attention but to 
better follow Christ? 
Pray: Father, Lead me continually on the unique path 
you have laid out for me. In Jesus’s name, Amen.  
 
 

Friday (12 ∙ 9) 
Read:  Matthew 3:5–10 
Reflect: John called people to repentance—a 
turning away from sin toward God and his 
forgiveness. Where do you feel the gentle 
conviction of the Spirit leading you to 
repentance? Take a moment to confess your sin, 



and seek to live in a way that bears fruit in 
keeping with repentance today. 
Pray: Gracious God, we confess that we do not follow 
Jesus in all that we do. We love with condition. We 
judge. We cast the first stone. Forgive our sin and 
empower us to be imitators of Christ. Amen.  
(Beth Merrill Neel) 
 

Saturday (12 ∙ 10) 
Read:  Matthew 3:11 
Reflect: Jesus baptizes us with the Spirit—the gift 
of his presence with us and in us. How would you 
like to acknowledge the Spirit today? How might 
you collaborate with the Spirit? Where do you 
sense the Spirit working or wanting to work in 
your heart? Take delight in his companionship. 
Pray: Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts 
may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my 
work, too, may be holy. Amen.  
(Augustine of Canterbury) 
 

Sunday (12 ∙ 11) 
Read: Isaiah 35:1–4 
Reflect: Our hope is that we have a God who 
comes. Historically, he came; we anticipate his 
coming again; and in the meantime, we rely on 
his daily coming by the Spirit. In light of this, 
what little or large fear or anxiety would you 
invite him to come into today? 
Pray:  Enter, O my Light, and enlighten my darkness.  

Enter, O my Life, and resurrect my deadness.  
Enter, O my Physician, and heal my wounds.  

(Dmitri of Rostov, 17th century) 



Monday (12 ∙ 12) 
Read: Isaiah 35:5–6 
Reflect: Who in your life lives with a disability? 
Maybe you do. Reflect on this promise, and allow 
yourself a few moments to imagine the day when 
the truth of these words will come to pass. As we 
wait for their fulfillment, how might you serve, 
bless, or pray for someone living with disability 
today? How might you offer your own disability 
to God’s glory? 
Pray: Father, Let me reject all lies about the value of 
my fellow creatures. Help my whole voice speak for the 
vulnerable, who bear your image. Amen.  

 
 

Tuesday (12 ∙ 13) 
Read: Psalm 146:1–2 
Reflect: Whatever our circumstances, we can 
praise God because, while our circumstances 
change, he remains the same—always good, 
always loving toward us. Praise him today with 
your being using word, song, posture, or silence.  
Pray: Lord, you are worthy of praise. Help me see you 
always with new eyes and be quick to worship you at 
every moment of my life, knowing you better through 
my praise of you. Amen. 
 

Wednesday (12 ∙ 14) 
Read: Psalm 146:5–9 
Reflect: Many people will spend today in a 
correctional facility. God loves them. Can you 
take a few seconds to imagine their day? Pray for 
them to encounter and be transformed by his 



love, trusting that God is able to free them from 
the heavy chains of anger, shame, and 
hopelessness. Is there something you would ask 
him to free you from today?                              
Pray: God, our Creator, We pray for all those in 
our prisons and those, who through sickness, addictions 
and other reasons live in their personal prisons. We 
remember and pray for those who seek to change 
difficult life stories. Amen.  
(Australian Catholic Prisoners Pastoral Care Council) 
 
 

Thursday (12 ∙ 15) 
Read: James 5:7–11 
Reflect: Patience is a fruit of the Spirit—not 
something we manufacture, but a gift from God 
we can actively receive and cultivate. Ask for 
patience in an area of your life that requires it, 
and walk in that patience today by God’s grace as 
he helps you to wait and trust in Him. 
Pray: Heavenly Father, Quiet my heart, and give me 
the grace and courage to hold still while you work. 
Amen.  
 

Friday (12 ∙ 16) 
Read: James 5:12 
Reflect: In our desire to accomplish many things 
and to please others, we are often prone to over-
promise. Where do you see this temptation 
playing out in your life this week? What is God 
inviting you to say “no” to?  
Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, grant us humility, that in the 
discipline of holy restraint we, and those whom we 



companion, would better hear your voice and see your 
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 

 
Saturday (12 ∙ 17) 

Read: Matthew 11:2–6 
Reflect: When John the Baptist experienced doubt 
while in prison, he asked Jesus a question, and 
Jesus honored him with a response. Are you 
experiencing doubt? What question would you 
like to ask Jesus? Trust that he will respond in his 
own time and way. 
Pray: Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be 
filled. My Lord, fill it. I am weak in faith. Strengthen 
my faith and trust in you. I will remain with you. 
Amen. (Martin Luther) 
 

Sunday (12 ∙ 18) 
Read: Isaiah 7:10–17 
Reflect: These words were written around 700 
years before their fulfillment in the birth of 
Christ. God’s timing is beyond our 
comprehension, but his promise is sure. What do 
you need to trust God’s timing for today?  
Pray: Be present in my waiting, O Lord, that I might 
also be present in it as a Christ-bearer to those before 
and behind me who also wait. Amen. 
 
 

Monday (12 ∙ 19) 
Read: Psalm 24:3–6 
Reflect: What examples stand out to you of 
people in our world lifting up their souls to what 



is false? Today or in this season, is God inviting 
you to refrain from lifting up your soul to 
something that is false?  
Pray: O Great Spirit, our Father from above, Guide 
us away from the things that tempt us to stray from 
your good road. Aho! May it be so!  
(Excerpts from the Lord’s Prayer, First Nations Version, 
Matt 6:9 – 10, 13) 
 
 

Tuesday (12 ∙ 20) 
Read: Romans 1:7 
Reflect: Paul extended God’s grace and peace to 
the Roman believers by writing them a letter. Is 
there someone (perhaps who is not on your 
Christmas card list) whom you might extend 
God’s grace and peace to today by written 
communication—a card, letter, email, or text? 
Pray: Lord, Take these, my small offerings: my pen, 
my paper, my words, my willingness to be silent and 
present. Let me love the reader, writing words that 
might, in the employ of your Spirit, bring life and hope. 
Amen. 
 

Wednesday (12 ∙ 21) 
Read: Matthew 1:18–19 
Reflect: Joseph’s gentleness toward Mary in not 
wanting to shame her (even though, for all he 
knew, she had betrayed him) is a picture of God’s 
gentleness toward us. Is there an area of your life 
where you need to be assured and reminded that 
God is unwilling to put you to shame? Is there 
someone who (even though they may have 



offended you), you can choose to be gentle toward 
today? 
Pray: Good Father, Give us a spirit of humility so that 
we may have compassion… Give us a spirit of 
gentleness so that we may have mercy for ourselves. 
Give us a spirit of boldness so that we may love. Amen. 
 
 

Thursday (12 ∙ 22) 
Read: Matt. 1:20–21 
Reflect: Joseph’s calling was to honor and support 
what God was conceiving in another person for 
the sake of the world. Who is someone in your 
life God is conceiving something good in for the 
sake of the world? How might you humbly come 
alongside them with your support, your presence, 
your prayers? 
Pray: O God, Breathe in [name] ways to love with 
creativity and imagination for what could be. Help 
[name] dance on top of injustice and crush the serpent 
with his/her heel. Amen. 
 

Friday (12 ∙ 23) 
Read: Matthew 1:22–23                                   
Reflect: What aspect of God becoming human is 
most comforting or meaningful to you today—his 
living in a body subject to weakness? His 
experience of work? His being misunderstood? 
His familiarity with loss and grief? His necessary 
facing of death? Take some moments to 
contemplate and celebrate how God’s becoming 
flesh is good news for you.                              



Pray: You who are beyond our understanding have 
made yourself understandable in Jesus Christ. You who 
are the uncreated God have made yourself a creature 
for us. You who are the Untouchable One have made 
yourself touchable for us. Blessed are you, O Lord, for 
coming to earth as a man. Amen. (Angela of Foligno, 
Italian, 13th century)  
 

Christmas Eve 
Read: Luke 2:4–7 
Reflect: The Son of God was born into a swirl of 
circumstances no human parent would have 
chosen for their own child’s birth, and yet God’s 
hand was clearly at work orchestrating and 
providing. What is the swirl of circumstances you 
find yourself in today or in this season? Take a 
moment to prayerfully remember and rest in the 
truth that his hand is at work orchestrating, 
providing, and redeeming. 
Pray: O God, you are an artist. Your glory is in every 
swirl and imprint of our lives. Amen. 
 
 

Christmas Day 
Read: Luke 2:8–12 
Reflect: When Jesus was born, God withheld his 
glory from kings, but revealed it with great joy to 
shepherds. God still reveals his glory today. Ask 
for eyes to see it, a heart open enough to behold it, 
and expect it to come in a surprising way. In light 
of God’s glory given generously to the lowly, let 
God give of himself through you today—which is 
its own glory. 



Pray: O Lord, you who delight to announce the birth of 
Jesus not to professional heralds of the empire…but to a 
paltry number of shepherds, rude, rough, and easily 
forgettable…may we offer the entire pantry of our lives 
in joy because we know to whom we belong. Amen.  
(W. David O. Taylor) 
 

Merry Christmas! 
*** 

Unless otherwise noted, prayers have been drawn 
from the following: 
 
Advent & Christmas with Thomas Merton 
The Book of Common Prayer 
The Book of Common Worship  
Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals  

(Shane Claiborne, Jonathan Wilson 
Hartgrove, & Enuma Okoro) 

Daily Celtic Prayer: Prayers & Readings from the  
     Northumbrian Community 
Emotionally Healthy Discipleship: A 40-Day Journey  
     with the Daily Office (Peter Scazzero) 
Every Moment Holy, Vol. I (Douglas Kaine 
     McKelvey) 
The Listening Day, Meditations on the Way, Vol. II  
     (Paul J. Pastor) 
Morning & Evening Prayers (Cornelius Plantinga) 
Silencio: Reflective Practices for Nurturing Your Soul  
     (Stephan A. Macchia) 
To Light Their Way: A Collection of Prayers  
     &Liturgies for Parents (Kayla Craig) 



 
 
 
 

Artist’s Statement 
 

A Pinecone in Advent 
 
“[Jesus] told them another parable: ‘The kingdom 
of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in his field. Though it is the 
smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the 
largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds come and perch in its branches.’” 
(Matthew 13:31-32) 
 
Pinecones are the seeds of some of the oldest 
forms of plant life on earth. Although initially 
small, after years, they bear majestic conifers with 
longevity and steadfastness.  
 
In this time of Advent as we celebrate the birth 
and arrival of Christ, let this simple pinecone be a 
reminder during this holiday season of the 
renewal, strength, and love found through 
Christ.  
 

—Elena Levaunt 
 
 
 


